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RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board: 

1. Approve the proposed Lease Agreement (Agreement), substantially in the form on file in the 
Board Office, with the Emek Hebrew Academy (Emek), subject to review and approval of 
the Mayor, and the City Council, and of the City Attorney as to form; 

2. Direct the Board Secretary to transmit the proposed Agreement to the Mayor in accordance 
with Executive Directive No. 3, and concurrently to the City Attorney for approval as to 
form; and, 

3. Authorize the President and Secretary to execute the Agreement upon receipt of necessary 
approvals, and direct the Secretary to request that the Department of General Services record 
a Memorandum of Lease. 

SUMMARY: 

On June 12,1989, the Board approved the original fifteen (1 5) year lease (Original Lease - No. 227) 
for Emek's use of a 1.8 acre parcel (Parcel No. I), located within the Sepulveda Basin Recreation 
Area which is under lease to the Department from the United States Government through the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (Corps). On August 28, 1989, the Board amended the Original Lease to 
include an additional 1.4 acre parcel (Parcel No. 2), also within the Sepulveda Basin Recreation 
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Area and adjacent to Emek (Board Report No. 484-89). An aerial photo illustrating the location of 
each parcel and their proximity to Emek is attached hereto as Exhibit-A. 

Emek Hebrew Academy is a non-profit, private school attended by approximately 8 14 students of 
nursery school age through junior high school. The school operates two (2) small campuses - one at 
15365 Magnolia Boulevard in Sherman Oaks (subject of this Report) and the other at 12732 
Chandler Boulevard in North Hollywood. Parcel No. 1 and Parcel No. 2 are located easterly of the 
San Diego Freeway and northerly and southerly of the terminus of Magnolia Boulevard, west of 
Sepulveda Boulevard, as illustrated by Exhibit-A. 

As a condition of the Original Lease, Emek constructed various recreational improvements 
(Improvements) at a cost of $364,290, composed of basketball, volleyball, and tetherball courts on 
Parcel No. 1 and a parking lot on Parcel No. 2; which they have operated and maintained since the 
execution of the Original Lease on June 10, 199 1. The Improvements constructed by Emek have 
been and are for the use of both the children of the school and the general public, as required by the 
Original Lease. Emek is presently operating and maintaining the subject parcels on a month-to- 
month basis, as the Original Lease expired on June 10,2006. 

As requested by Emek, and directed by the City Council through a motion approved August 1,2008 
(Council File-08- 1864), the Department proposes to enter into the proposed Agreement with Emek 
to continue their operation and maintenance of the site for the term of thirty (30) years, commencing 
retroactively on September 1, 2008 and expiring on August 31, 2038, subject to required City 
approvals. 

The essential points of the proposed Agreement are summarized as follows: 

1. The term will be for a period of thirty (30) years; 
2. Emek shall have the right to use Parcel No. 1 and the Improvements contained therein 

during normal school hours (Monday through Friday, 7:00 am to 5:00 pm), and the 
public shall retain the right to use the Improvements within Parcel No. 1 for recreational 
purposes during all other non-school hours (normal park hours); 

3. Parcel No. 2 will be restricted to Emek's daily use by teachers, students, staff and 
visitors, and that of the Department and general public on an advanced request basis; 
and, 

4. The Department shall have the right to use Emek's facilities for purposes of community 
or Department activities or special events, once per calendar quarter with 30 days prior 
written notice. 

The Emek Improvements to the site and public use arrangements currently provide local residents 
(primarily apartment residents) with a well-maintained neighborhood park site. This use conforms 
to the Sepulveda Basin Recreation Master Plan for the area, as adopted in 198 1. The Army Corps of 
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Engineers have approved the Agreement pursuant to the Letter of Approval dated December 1 1, 
2007, attached hereto as Exhibit-B. The Department also received a letter &om Los Angeles County 
Sherriff Lee Baca, attached here as Exhibit-C, expressing his support for the proposed Agreement 
and the need to have supervision over the Parcel No. 2 parking lot in order to deter and/or prevent 
loitering and other illegal activity within the secluded site. 

ENVIRONMENTAL: 

Staff determined that the project will involve the continuance of a lease agreement for an existing 
facility involving no expansion of use. Therefore, the project is exempt from the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article 111, Section 1, Class 1 (14) of the 
City CEQA Guidelines. 

The Superintendent of the Valley Region and Office of Councilmember Wendy Greuel of the 
Second Council District have been advised of the proposed Agreement and both concur with and 
support staffs recommendations. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

There will be no anticipated impact to the Department's General Fund, as all operational and 
maintenance expenses associated with the use of the site shall be at Emek's sole expense. 

This report was prepared by Joel Alvarez, Senior Management Analyst, Real Estate and Asset 
Management Section. 












