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CONCEPTUAL APPROVAL FOR THE CREATION OF THE FRANCISCO
MORAZAN CENTRAL COMMUNITY SQUARE AND PLACEMENT OF A
MAP AND BUST
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RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board grant conceptual approval for creation of the Francisco Morazan Central
American Community Square and placement of a map and bust at the Valencia Triangle (West
8" Street at Valencia Street).

SUMMARY:

The Valencia Triangle is a triangular piece of property owned by the Department and located at
West 8" Street at Valencia Street just west of downtown. The triangle measures about 2,693
square feet and is cwrrently a dirt lot with one tree (Exhibit A).

In April 2011, the Department was introduced to the proposal from El Rescate for the placement
of a bust of Francisco Morazan and the creation of a Francisco Morazan Central American
Community Square (Square) at the Department’s Valencia Triangle. Francisco Morazan is a
Central American hero who fought for justice and the unification of the Central American
countries in the early to mid-19" Century. He was the President of the United Provinces of
Central America (1830-40), and an outstanding military and political hero of Central America

from 1827 until his death in 1842.

The proposed bust of Francisco Morazan is 32 inches tall, fabricated in bronze. It will be placed
on a five (5) foot high by thirty (30) inch long by twelve (12) inch wide concrete base (Exhibit
Bl and Exhibit B2). The bust will be installed at the east end of the triangle. A colored
concrete ground level map of Central America will be installed at the south end of the triangle.
(Exhibit C) Other improvements to the triangle include landscaping, an irrigation system,
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sidewalks around the triangle, and bench walls. The proposed Square is intended to provide a
cultural gathering place for the neighborhood (Exhibit D).

El Rescate is a non-profit organization that works for economic and social justice by promoting
the well-being and self-reliance of Central Americans and other Latinos in the United States,
particularly the residents of the Pico-Union/Westlake area of the City of Los Angeles. Part of its
mission 1s to provide Immigration, human, and civil rights legal services through its legal
department. El Rescate also provides community education, access to financial services,
economic development, job training and creation, housing development, technical assistance, and
public policy guidance for transnational immigrant organizations through its economic and social
development department. Their offices are located at 1501 W. 8" Street which is across the
street from the Valencia Triangle.

Funding for the proposal comes from a combination of private donations, State grants, and
Community Redevelopment Agency funds. It is estimated that the project will cost
approximately $100,000 to construct. It should be noted that the Cultural Affairs Commission
approved the proposed bust and Central American map at its meeting on June 16, 2011.

Should a conceptual approval for the project be granted, staff will work with El Rescate to gather
community input on the proposal. A subsequent report which would include additional project
details and provide the community’s comments on the proposal, will be submitted to the Board
for final approval of the proposal.

Council District | and Metro Region management and staff support this project at the Valencia
Traingle.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

[ssues of maintenance, statue removal, and any associated costs will be identified, as will the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) clearance, in a subsequent report to the Board.

This report prepared by Cid Macaraeg, Senior Management II, Real Estate and Asset
Management, Planning, Construction and Maintenance Branch.
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Exhibit B2
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Exhibit D

0’1

Op) 19BHS

Nvld
R

11°L0°9 Pieg

7 vam BuReat QY.

L1006 Y2 'STIINY SO

“1S HLB "M CHY "LS WIINITYA
NYTVEON Wivd

240308

SRLERS ¥ HOLIVEINGD TVIENGD
HOD" LNGHAORAGIr T

Xvd GSBO L57 £2F

AL §813 12k 525

SOLLE W2 "YNROVEYS

£2€4 104 AU

IHIAY SAVD Wl 'S 955

VINOTV T

v

-

S, umap adags Bupsyea

LIFVLS VIONTIVA

e
$3an WOUSEadN] TINGITRL MIK

e sty

]
Sqpua? patoducrap qim
uped 3330003 papskoId

FeUoW 1LY W 105
PR PRITICT TILIUNCO UL
AU 0 £S04 SO P

. ¥

pur 7% "85 sqdua)

amre ww Wy 01 aem

—tsapued wROUE papomy

"y “apesd Jama|

JrEe way gy e 7 weiey

S VG Baouay Doy
A

pragT A3 gty 5 e e
ATy 7 'Ealt Basuad papioay

N N, 3peid J3ddn
] sumznpe wog UE 1T wre
O gruag A

"N r_...i /

¢ ease Sugess gy

ST = WRT O T
nwld

* 77 ipanmaid SUpEas patcesipuRy

~& WieFy Bugeas depaRy pagnbhay

* 63T g Dupees 3oL

“sraoe dezpury pajruljop

g YT Fonias jo 130) ICY [m0) jo N5
2uon

3 papAIen

TE W

FT8 THEDA 395 HS XANT
X71,0F “atee :|QIe Ua paguncus

4 01 150 UELRIom E3URI) MBN

S5 0y
108 "Fulp BeDUS) FERAK yiM
waned e uf palunuy munis

7 “Tupnd IUms 20900 May

“Fupned
_syuesd pasmduinzag aay

LOT-2s T3

2R

T e

XRrATOrS






