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RECOMMENDATIONS:
That the Board:
1. Approve a proposed project in MacArthur Park to renovate an existing hillside planting area

adjacent to the children’s playground as described in the Summary of this Report; and,

2. Direct staff to issue a Right-of-Entry Permit for the private contractor, hired by The Friends
of MacArthur Park, to enter the park to install the project, provided that proper insurance is
filed with the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) prior to entering the park.

SUMMARY:

The Friends of MacArthur Park, a community group formed specifically for this project, has been
awarded a Community Beautification Grant by the City of Los Angeles, Board of Pubic Works,
Office of Community Beautification for the renovation of an existing planting area in MacArthur
Park, located at 2230 West 6" Street in the First Council District. The grant award is in the amount
of $9,993.08, and will be used for project installation. Matching funds will pay for the garden
design and will be applied toward soil preparation, planting and maintenance. This project is located
on an existing terraced hillside adjacent to the children’s playground (Exhibit A).

The proposed hillside area has been prone to erosion caused by overuse by park patrons which has
resulted in excessive dust being blown into the adjacent children’s playground. This project will
mitigate this dusty situation by planting native ground covers, plants and trees amongst a shredded
bark mulch planting area. This project will also be an educational opportunity to learn about
California native plants for park visitors. (Concept - Exhibit B).
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The Community Beautification Grant requires The Friends of MacArthur Park to maintain the
project area for a period of one (1) year. The Friends of MacArthur Park will water the native plant
materials from an existing hose bib and weed the planting area for one year, during which time the
native materials will become established and require no further irrigation. No new irrigation system
will be necessary in the renovation area. The Friends of MacArthur Park will register with RAP as
volunteers prior to performing maintenance work.

Installation Oversight:
No contribution will be required from Department’s General Fund, other than project oversight. The

installation of the planting area will be monitored by a landscape architect from RAP’s , Planning,
Construction and Maintenance Division to ensure that the Department’s standards are met.

Environmental:

Staff has determined that this project will consist solely of the renovation and enhancement of an
existing landscaped area in the park. Therefore, the project is exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1d, Class 4, Category
3 of the City CEQA Guidelines.

Staff has discussed the proposed project(s) with the Superintendent of the Metro Region, and the
Offices of Councilmember Ed P. Reyes, of the First Council District, and each supports the project
and concurs with staff’s recommendations. This project has wide community support and
Councilmember Reyes has written a letter of support for this project to the General Manager.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: -

This project should have no fiscal impact on the Department’s General Fund, as the costs of the
renovation of the planting area will be funded entirely through the Community Beautification Grant
and the Friends of MacArthur Park matching funds.

Future maintenance expenses for the Department will be reduced in the first year of the project as
the upkeep of the planting area will be performed by the Friends of MacArthur Park. After the first
year, maintenance will be performed by staff per their regular schedule.

This report was prepared by Tom Gibson, Landscape Architect I, Planning, Construction and
Maintenance Division.
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Exhibit B-
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