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1. Find, in accordance with Charter Section 1022, that the Department of Recreation and 
Parks (RAP) does not have, available in its employ, personnel with sufficient time or 
necessary expertise to perform athletic surface inspections, testing and other related 
services, and it is more feasible, economical and in the RAP's best interest, to secure 
these services by contract to perform this work as-needed and on an occasional, but 
frequent basis, without engaging in a new open competitive bidding process for each 
individual project to be performed; 

2. Find,in accordance with Charter Section 371 (e)(2) and Los Angeles Administrative 
Code Section 1 O.15(a)(2), that a competitive bidding is not practicable or advantageous 
as it is necessary for RAP to be able to call on contractors to perform this work as­
needed and on an occasional, but frequent, basis without engaging in a new competitive 
process for each individual project to be performed; however, from among as-needed 
contractors each individual project is assigned on the basis of availability of an as­
needed contractor to perform the work, the price to be charged and the unique expertise 
of the as-needed contractor; 

3. Find, in accordance with Charter Section· 371 (e)(10), that use of competitive bidding 
would be undesirable, impractical or impossible or is otherwise is excused by the 
common law and the Charter because, unlike the purchase of a specified product, there 
is no single criterion, such as price comparison, that will determine which proposer can 
best provide the services required by RAP to provide athletic surface inspections, testing 
and other related services; 

4. Find, in accordance with Charter Section 372, that obtaining competitive proposals or 
bids for each individual project for which work may be performed pursuant to this is not 
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reasonably practicable or compatible with RAP's interests of having available as-needed 
contractors who are assigned various projects on the basis of availability, price, and 
expertise, and that it is therefore necessary to have several as-needed contractors for 
this type of service available when called upon by RAP to perform services; 

5. Approve the selection process for the selection of qualified firms; 

6. Approve the proposed contract (Contract), herein included as Attachment 3, between 
the City of Los Angeles and DMA Sports Design Group, L. L. C, for as-needed athletic 
surface inspection, testing and related professional services for a three-year contract, 
specifying the terms and conditions, subject to approval of the Mayor and the City 
Attorney as to form; 

Contractor: 

1) DMA Sports Design Group, L.L.C. 
31566 Railroad Canyon Rd., Suite 2 
Canyon Lake, California 92587-9446 

7. Direct the Board Secretary to transmit the Contract to the Mayor in accordance with 
Executive Directive No.3 and concurrently, to the City Attorney for review and approval 
as to form; and, 

8. Authorize the Board President and Secretary to execute the Contract upon receipt of the 
necessary approvals. 

SUMMARY 

On April 6, 2016, the Board approved a Request for Bid (RFB) for Athletic Surface Inspection, 
Testing and Related Professional Services (Report No. 16-088), which was released April 12, 
2016. On May 10, 2016, the Department received one (1) bid in response to the RFB. The 
responder was: 

1) DMA Sports Design Group, L.L.C. 

Athletic Surface Inspections include, but are not limited to, the assessment and inspection of 
new and existing natural grass turf, all weather turf (synthetic), basketball courts (indoor/ 
outdoor), volleyball courts (indoor/ outdoor), racquetball courts (indoor/ outdoor), tennis courts, 
running tracks, playground surfacing and golf greens. 

The following list specifies all tests that may be required under the terms and conditions of this 
Contract. Each test listed is defined under Exhibit B: 

- GMAX (ASTM F1936 and F355A) 
- Shock Absorption and Vertical Deformation: 
- Rotational Resistance (Traction): 
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- Slip Resistance Scale and Deceleration: 
- Vertical Ball Rebound: 
- Ball Roll: 
- Off Site Plant Material Inspections: 
- Permeability of Synthetic Turf Sports Field Base Stone and Surface System (ASTM F2898): 
- Compaction (ASTM 0-1557 or 0-698): 

Related Professional Services may include, but are not limited to, submittal review and 
approvals, sub-base and final athletic surface inspection and approvals in accordance to the 
City's scope of work, performance specifications, material inspection, approval and certification 
(on and off site), athletic surface installation inspection, certification and/or project design/ 
engineering as it relates to athletic surface installation. 

The Bidder underwent two levels of reviews. The Levell review focused on whether the Bidder 
submitted a completed bid package as required. All required forms were reviewed for content 
and required signatures. The Bidder submitted a completed bid package and was deemed 
responsive for the Level I review. The Level II review focused on the Bidder's actual 
qualifications and experience in performing the required athletic surface inspection, testing and 
related professional services as detailed in the RFB package. The following is the minimum 
qualifications that the Bidder was required to meet: 

1) Bidder must have ten years of experience self-performing third party athletic field testing, 
which includes but is not limited to GMAX, Shock Absorption and Vertical Deformation, 
Rotational Resistance (Traction), Slip Resistance Scale and Deceleration, Vertical Ball 
Rebound and Ball Roll Tests. Bidder must provide a job history reflecting work performed 
going back to April 1, 2011 to current, description of testis performed, type of equipment used 
for test (Deltec, Clegg, etc.), valid contact personls and contact phone numbers who can 
verify work performed. 

2) Bidder must currently have Professional Liability Insurance of One Million Dollars 
($1,000,000.00) or more. 

3) Bidder must own and self-operate independ~nt manufactured equipment not associated to 
any testing company. No conflict of interest will be allowed as it relates to the Tester's 
association with the Testing Equipment Manufacture. 

4) Work Experience: Bidder must provide a list of ten synthetic field projects in the State of 
California, within the last five years. The Bidder must have performed the following tasks for 
all listed projects: 

a) Off Site Plant Material Inspections: Bidder must provide evidence that they have 
performed a plant material inspection for each project listed. The plant material 
inspection must have included yarn type verification, determining average yarn denier, 
verifying manufacturing yarn uniformity and pile height and coloration throughout the 
manufacturing "run", verifying primary backing, perforation requirements and verifying 
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the urethane coating is consistently applied and the turf and tuft binding is strong. 
Bidders must provide actual reports generated for client. 

b) Field Testing, which includes GMAX, Shock Absorption and Vertical Deformation, 
Rotational Resistance (Traction), Slip Resistance Scale and Deceleration, Vertical Ba" 
Rebound and Ba" Ro" Tests for each project. Bidder must provide copies of at least five 
(5) reports associated with the listed projects. 

c) Bidder must have inspected and provided a final report certifying that a" ten field 
projects were safe for play. 

5) Bidder must be a current member of the Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA). Bidder 
must provide evidence of their current membership affiliation. 

The bidder was required to provide bid prices on the "Bid Sheet" located on pages 19 and 20 of 
the RFB package. These bid prices are provided on Exhibit "An of this Report. Because there 
was only one bid provided in this bid process, Staff does not have a low bidder determination. 
Because there is only one bid submittal, Staff needed to performed a market research analysis 
to determine whether the current bid met market pricing for the same services provided. Based 
on Staff's market research, the bid prices for line items 1-8 were equal or below market pricing. 
Bid line items 9-13 were more difficult to determine due to the complexity of the bundled 
services requested (i.e. various testing, inspections, plans and specification review/ approvals 
and attendance of five or more project meetings), complicated the market analysis. Most testing 
laboratories do not provide point of sale material inspection and testing, plans/ specification and 
submittal review and approvals. We based our market analysis for line items 9-13 on what the 
City has paid historically for similar services. Based on the Staff's market analysis, the bidder's 
prices for bid line items 1-13 are acceptable and in ·line with current market rates. 

The selected Bidder is recommended to the Board for a three-year contract, in an amount not to 
exceed Five Hundred Thousand Do"ars ($500,000.00) per year. The contract amount is an 
estimate and RAP does not guarantee that the contract maximum amount wi" be reached. The 
professional services that RAP is requesting shall be on an as-needed basis; RAP, in entering 
into an agreement, guarantees no minimum amount of business or compensation. Contracts 
awarded through this RFB shall be subject to funding availability and early termination by RAP, 
as provided in the Standard Provisions for City Contracts. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Funding for projects wi" be provided from various funding sources including to but not limited to 
Proposition K, Quimby, and Proposition 40. 

This Report was prepared by Jim Newsom, Sr. Management Analyst I, Finance Division. 
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LIST OF ATIACHMENTS/EXHIBITS 

1) Exhibit A - Bid Sheet 
2) Exhibit B - Athletic Surface Testing Services 
3) Proposed Contract 




















































































