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RECOMMENDATIONS
1: Consider the previously certified Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Addendum for

the Project issued by the Harbor Department, finding that, based on substantial evidence
in the record as a whole, the Project will have no significant environmental impacts or
the impacts have been mitigated to a level less than significant;

2. Grant preliminary approval for the expansion of San Pedro Plaza Park;

3. Approve the conceptual plan for the proposed San Pedro Plaza Park Expansion Project
(Project) on the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) property, substantially in the
form on file in the Board Office, as described in the Summary of this Report;

4. Authorize staff to issue the necessary Right-of-Entry (ROE) permit to the City of Los
Angeles, Harbor Department (LAHD) for park development work for the Project on RAP
property; and,

5. Grant preliminary approval for the acquisition of LAHD property for the Project
SUMMARY

San Pedro Plaza Park (Park) is located at 700 South Beacon Street, San Pedro, California
90731. ltis a linear park that is bounded by Beacon Street to the west, Harbor Boulevard to the
east, 7" Street to the north, and 13" Street to the South. The Park is on an elevated bluff
overlooking the San Pedro waterfront area (Waterfront). The current Park is composed of two
Assessor Parcels two (2) (APN 7455025900, 76,834 square feet (sq ft) and APN 7456011900,
61,389 sq ft, with a total area of 138,223 sq ft. The site map of the current Park is attached as
Exhibit A.
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On February 23, 2016, a Request for Bid was released by LAHD for the Sampson Way
Roadway Improvements — 7" Street and Harbor Boulevard intersection (Improvements Project)
(Specification No. 2776). This Improvements Project consists of the construction of a
reconfigured intersection at the junction of Harbor Boulevard, Sampson Way and 7" Street.
The site plans for the Project Improvements are attached as Exhibit B1 and B2.

As part of the Improvements Project, LAHD proposed to expand and enhance the Park to
improve usability. More public amenities will be created and accessible routes for persons with
disabilities will be established. The routes from the Park to the public spaces of the Waterfront
below will be extended. The Park will extend down to the realigned roadway with a gentle slope
of three to one (3:1). At the top of the elevated bluff, there will be a terrace plaza with benches
for seating and shading from trees. Pedestrian signs will be installed along a lit path and will
connect users to and from the Park, Beacon Street, 7th Street, Harbor Blvd, and the Waterfront.
A lighted staircase will provide direct access from the top of the bluff to the Waterfront. Planting
on the slope and throughout the Park will consist of native plants that are drought tolerant and
will be seamless with the concurrent Park project improvements. Rendering of the future Park
is attached as Exhibit C.

From the existing row of the Park at 7" Street and Harbor Boulevard area (approximately
29,475 sq ft, a terrace of 7,300 sq ft was proposed with an additional area of approximately
37,800 sq ft to be added to the Park. The total Project area will total 74,575 sq ft. LAHD staff
determined that the proposed Project would cost approximately One Million, Three Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($1,300,000) (Exhibit D) and LAHD shall be responsible for providing the
necessary funding to complete the Project. RAP will be responsible for the maintenance for the
Park. The annual cost of maintenance is estimated to be Seventy-Six Thousand, Three
Hundred Twenty-Four Dollars ($76,324.00).

On March 22, 2016, a meeting took place at the Office of Councilmember Joe Buscaino,
Fifteenth Council District, for the coordination of the Improvements Project. Councilmember
Buscaino supported the Project.

Upon Board approval for the Improvements Project, RAP shall issue a temporary revocable
Right-of-Entry permit to LAHD to complete the scope of beneficial improvement at the proposed
Project area. Street vacation on Harbor Boulevard between 7% and 8" Street will take place.
Upon completion of the Project, LAHD will transfer Park jurisdiction to RAP and a Report will be
submitted to the Board for acceptance of the LAHD property and final acceptance of the
improvements.

OUTREACH

The Improvements Project concept plans took into account the opportunity to build upon the
existing Plaza Park with the gathering space and view outlook. On November 18, 2010, a
Sampson Way Design Kick-off Meeting took place at Port of Los Angeles High School to
outreach and present design to the community. More workshops took place on March 24, 2011
and November 17, 2011. A total of approximately 130 community members attended. The
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conceptual plans were the result of the outreach/design workshops since the Sampson Way
T-Intersection plan expanded Plaza Park.

TREES AND SHADE

The Improvements Project will have two (2) trees removed on Harbor Boulevard; however,
twenty-six (26) new trees will be planted in the Park.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Staff has determined that the actions before the Board to issue a Right-of-Entry permit for
construction in Plaza Park and to authorize preliminary acquisition for the property involved in
the Sampson Way Roadway Improvements are part of the larger San Pedro Waterfront Project
for which an Environmental Impact Report was prepared and certified on September 29, 2009.
A Notice of Determination was filed with the Los Angeles County Clerk the next day on
September 30, 2009. Subsequently, the Improvements Project was modified and an Addendum
to the EIR was prepared and approved by the Harbor Commission finding no substantial
evidence of additional significant impacts, or that the severity of known significant impacts be
increased by the proposed project Therefore, no additional environmental analysis or
documentation for CEQA compliance is required for Board approvals.

The Addendum also determined that the minor revisions of the Improvements Project to the
Harbor Boulevard/7th Street/ Sampson Way intersection would not affect the impact
determinations made in the Final EIR and the associated Preliminary Hazardous Materials
Assessment in relation to any groundwater and/or soil contamination. Construction of the
modified intersection would adhere to mitigation measure GW-2 of the EIR, which outlines a
contamination contingency plan if unforeseen soil or groundwater contamination is encountered
during construction. Any required remediation would occur in compliance with local, state, and
federal regulations and as directed by the LA County Fire Department, Department of Toxic
Substance Control, and/or Regional Water Quality Control Board. The Chief Harbor Engineer
will certify that all property to be acquired by the Department upon project completion is clean
for park purposes, and, therefore, no further due diligence is required at this time.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Funding for this Improvements Project is provided by the City of Los Angeles, Harbor
Department. The approval of this Project will not have an impact on RAP’s General Fund. RAP
staff will apply for maintenance and operations funds for the site at a later time.

This Report was prepared by Felice Chen, Management Analyst Il, Planning, Construction and
Maintenance Branch.



BOARD REPORT

PG.4 NO. 16-117

Attachement:

1) Exhibit A - Site Map

2) Exhibit B1 B-2 — Site Plans for Project Improvements
3) Exhibit C — Rendering of Future Park

4) Exhibit D — Project Costs
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Exhibit B1
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