
BOARD REPORT NO. 

DATE C.D. 4 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: GRIFFITH PARK – TOM LABONGE PANORAMA IMPROVEMENTS AND 
MEMORIAL PLAQUE – ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION – CATEGORICAL 
EXEMPTION FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE III, 
SECTION 1, CLASS 1(1) [EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS INVOLVING MINOR 
CONSTRUCTION WHERE THERE BE NEGLIGIBLE OR NO EXPANSION OF 
USE], CLASS 2 [REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING STRUCTURES WHERE THE 
NEW STRUCTURE WILL BE LOCATED ON THE SAME SITE AND HAVE 
SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME PURPOSE AND CAPACITY AS THE 
STRUCTURE REPLACED], CLASS 11(5) [SIGNS LOCATED ON CITY 
PROPERTY MANAGED BY A CITY DEPARTMENT WHICH HAS A SIGN 
POLICY ADOPTED BY ITS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS], AND CLASS 11(6) 
[PLACEMENT OF MINOR STRUCTURES ACCESSORY TO EXISTING 
INSTITUTIONAL FACILITIES] OF CITY CEQA GUIDELINES AND ARTICLE 19, 
SECTIONS 15301(a), 15302 AND 15311 OF CALIFORNIA CEQA GUIDELINES 

  AP Diaz M. Rudnick 
H. Fujita * C. Santo Domingo
J. Kim N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved  Disapproved  Withdrawn 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Accept a donation of a Tom Labonge memorial plaque and other improvements at the
Tom LaBonge Panorama in Griffith Park from the Los Angeles Parks Foundation (LAPF)
as set forth in this Report and Attachment 1 to this Report;

2. Approve the installation of the improvements and memorial plaque at the Tom LaBonge
Panorama, as described in this Report and Attachment 1 to this Report (Project);

3. Determine that the proposed Project consisting of the installation of a memorial plaque
located on City property managed by a City department which has a sign policy adopted
by its Board of Commissioners, is categorically exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 1(1)
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[Exterior alterations involving minor construction where there be negligible or no 
expansion of use], Class 2 [Replacement of existing structures where the new structure 
will be located on the same site and have substantially the same purpose and capacity as 
the structure replaced], Class 11(5) [Signs located on City property managed by a City 
department which has a sign policy adopted by its Board of Commissioners] and  
Class 11(6) [Placement of minor structures accessory to existing institutional facilities] of 
City CEQA Guidelines and Article 19, Sections 15301(a), 15302 and 15311 of California 
CEQA Guidelines and direct Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) Staff to file a 
Notice of Exemption (NOE); 

 
4. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles 

County Clerk in the amount of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) for the purpose of filing an 
NOE; and, 
 

5. Authorize RAP to issue the appropriate Right of Entry Permit for the installation of the 
Project; and, 

 
6. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of 

this Report. 
 
SUMMARY  
 
Griffith Park is located at 4730 Crystal Springs Drive in the Hollywood community of the City. This 
4,281.73-acre park provides a wide variety of recreational programs and activities, such as train 
rides, a merry-go-round, hiking trails, and golf courses, for the local community. Approximately 
18,155 City residents live within a one-half (½) mile walking distance of Griffith Park.  
 
On March 18th 2021, the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners (Board) approved the 
naming of the top of Mount Hollywood in Griffith Park to the ‘Tom LaBonge Panorama’ 
(Panorama) (Report No. 21-042).   
 
PROJECT SCOPE 
 
The Los Angeles Parks Foundation (LAPF) has proposed the following improvements at the Tom 
LaBonge Panorama (Improvements): 
 

• Installation of a 14 inch wide, 14 inch tall memorial plaque dedicated to Tom LaBonge.   
• Replacement of the existing “corral” fence with new Sequoia wood fencing. 
• Refurbishment of the existing trail post back to its original condition. 
• Repainting of existing picnic tables. 
• Installation of two (2), 5 foot wide, 2 foot tall educational point of interest signs that identify 

noteworthy locations in the city that are visible from the viewpoint. 
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Illustrations of the proposed improvements and memorial plaque language are attached to this 
Report (Attachment 1). 
 
The proposed Improvements and final design were discussed at the following Griffith Park 
Advisory Board meetings: February 25, 2021, July 22, 2021 and August 26, 2021.  The Friends 
of Griffith Park and the surrounding community have also been notified of the proposed 
Improvements via the Griffith Park News and newsletter updates. 
 
The Office of Council District 4 provided a letter to the Board expressing support for the proposed 
Project.  Also, on September 20th, 2021, the Griffith Park Advisory Board sent a letter to the Board 
expressing support for the proposed Project.  The letters of support are shown in Attachment 2. 
 
The proposed Project was presented to the Department of Recreation and Parks’ Facility, Repair 
and Maintenance Commission Task Force on November 4th, 2021.  The proposed Project 
received support from the Task Force, and an approval was made to present the proposed Project 
to the full board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners.  
 
The proposed Improvements and plaque will be installed and funded by LAPF. LAPF is aiming to 
complete the installation of the various improvements by early January 2022, which will be the 
one year anniversary of Tom LaBonge’s passing. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The proposed Project consists of exterior alterations involving minor construction where there be 
negligible or no expansion of use; replacement of existing structures where the new structure will 
be located on the same site and have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the 
structure replaced; signs located on City property managed by a City department which has a 
sign policy adopted by its Board of Commissioners and placement of minor structures accessory 
to (appurtenant to) existing institutional facilities. As such, RAP Staff recommends that the Board 
determine that it is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 1(1), Class 2, Class 11(5) and 11(6) 
of City CEQA Guidelines and Article 19, Sections 15301(a), 15302 and 15311 of California CEQA 
Guidelines. Staff will file a NOE with the Los Angeles County Clerk upon the Board’s approval. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
The proposed improvements will have no impact on RAP’s General Fund. The improvements and 
installation will be funded by the LAPF. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 
 
Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting: 
 
Goal No. 1: Provide Safe and Accessible Parks 
Outcome No. 2: All parks are safe and welcoming 

 
Result: The acceptance of the donated Tom LaBonge memorial plaque and other improvements 
at the panorama will enhance the park user’s experience. 
 
 
This Report was prepared by Ajmal Noorzayee, Management Assistant, Planning, Maintenance 
and Construction Branch.  
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
 
1)  Attachment 1 – Renderings of the Proposed Improvements 
2)  Attachment 2 – Letters of Support 



Attachment 1



















Attachment 2




	Griffith Park - 2 Attach 1 Renderings proposed improvements.pdf
	2 Aerial Existing
	3 E Persp Views
	4 Existing Conditions
	6 Railing
	7 Trail Post
	8 Plaque
	9 Point of Interest Pers
	10 POI
	11 Proposed Perspective




