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SUBJECT: PROPOSITION A GRANT AGREEMENT FOR TREE PLANTING AT NINE 
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ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 1, CLASS 1(8) 
[MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING LANDSCAPING] OF CITY CEQA GUIDELINES 
AND ARTICLE 19, SECTION 15301 OF CALIFORNIA CEQA GUIDELINES 

  AP Diaz M. Rudnick 

H. Fujita C. Santo Domingo 

J. Kim * N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved   Disapproved   Withdrawn  

If Approved:  Board President _______ Board Secretary  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve the assignment by Community Partners to the Department of Recreation and
Parks (RAP) and the assumption by RAP of the maintenance obligations regarding the
“Use of Facilities” as set forth in Section J.2. of the Proposition A Grant Agreement (Grant
Agreement, Attachment 2 hereto) for the project “Growing a Green Oasis: Trees as Safe
Havens for East Los Angeles” (Grant), subject to the approval of the City Council and
Mayor pursuant to Section 14.7 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code (“Assignment”);

2. Authorize the General Manager or designee to execute the Assignment and Assumption
of Grant Agreement (AAGA) in the form attached to this Report as Attachment 1 and as
requested by Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District (RPOSD),
which assigns the maintenance obligations of the Grant as set forth in Section J.2. of the
Grant Agreement to RAP from the original grantee, Community Partners (a nonprofit), to
RAP as assignee, subject to the approval of the City Council and Mayor, and the City
Attorney as to form;

3. Determine that the assignment of the Grant Project (“Growing a Green Oasis: Trees as
Safe Havens for East Los Angeles”) as authorized under this Report is categorically
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant
to Article III, Section 1, Class 1(8) [Maintenance of existing landscaping] of City CEQA
Guidelines  and Article 19, Section 15301 of California CEQA Guidelines and direct RAP
Staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the Los Angeles County Clerk;
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4. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee or designee to prepare a check to the Los 
Angeles County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a NOE; and, 
 

5. Authorize RAP staff to make any technical adjustments to the AAGA as necessary to carry 
out the intent of this Report. 
 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
RAP staff requests the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Board (Board) approve the 
Assignment of the Grant Agreement through the execution of the AAGA as requested by the 
Regional Park and Open Space District (RPOSD), the Proposition A Grantor.  The Assignment 
would assign to RAP obligations to maintain the 351 trees planted at 9 specified parks as part of 
the Grant Project (“Growing a Green Oasis: Trees as Safe Havens for East Los Angeles”) under 
a Proposition A grant agreement originally awarded to Community Partners (a non-profit). The 
grant was awarded in 2017 for the Grant Project which was completed in 2018. The Grant scope 
of work included the planting of 351 trees at 9 parks in Northeast Los Angeles and Boyle Heights 
at parks owned by the City of Los Angeles and operated by RAP.  By approving the AAGA, RAP 
would assume the obligations set forth in Section J.2. of the Grant Agreement to maintain the 351 
trees planted at the specified 9 parks as completed by Community Partners under the Proposition 
A agreement. No other obligations of the Grant will be assumed by RAP. 
 
Since RAP operates the 9 parks where the trees were planted, RPOSD requested RAP’s approval 
of the AAGA to assume the grant obligation to maintain and operate the Project in perpetuity in 
accordance with the Proposition A grant agreement and guidelines. Once the AAGA becomes 
effective and Community Partners closes out the Grant, RAP would be entitled to receive 
reimbursement from RPOSD to offset future expenses related to the maintenance of the planted 
trees at the 9 specified parks under Measure A Grant’s Maintenance and Servicing Program for 
which RPOSD is also the grantor.  
 
In 2016, Community Partners submitted a Proposition A grant application to RPOSD for a Project 
(“Growing a Green Oasis: Trees as Safe Havens for East Los Angeles”). In 2017, RPOSD 
awarded Community Partners (as grantee) a grant in the amount of $199,666 to plant 351 trees 
at 9 specified parks in Northeast Los Angeles and Boyle Heights. The grant’s additional match 
requirement of $50,029.36 was fulfilled by and split between City Plants (under Community 
Partners’ fiscal sponsorship) and RAP as followed: City Plants distributed 400 free trees paid for 
by City Plants and Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) to the local 
communities while RAP contributed staff labor, tools and materials. The AAGA would not obligate 
RAP to distribute trees to the communities but only to maintain and operate the capital project of 
the Grant scope which is the 351 planted trees at the 9 specified parks.  
 
By 2018, the Grant Project was complete. After the trees were planted, City Plants continued to 
maintain and water the trees through 2020. Since 2020, RAP has taken over the maintenance of 
the planted trees. Furthermore, RAP has worked with City Plants to develop an inventory detailing 
the planting locations and species of the 351 trees at the 9 parks.   
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Community Partners is a California nonprofit public benefit 501(c)(3) exempt organization serving 
as fiscal sponsor for the benefit of City Plants, a Los Angeles-based nonprofit, in the Proposition 
A Grant Project.  
 
 
TREES AND SHADE 
 
The Grant Project has led to 351 trees planted at 9 parks operated by RAP in Northeast Los 
Angeles and Boyle Heights. The 9 sites for this Grant Project were selected according to three 
criteria: CalEnviroScreen 2.0 population characteristics and pollution burden composite scores, 
CalEPA Urban Heat Island Index data (presented as average daily temperature increase in 
degrees Fahrenheit), and park need (as published in LA County’s Comprehensive Parks and 
Recreation Needs Assessment Final Report). At each site, City Plants and RAP staff prioritized 
tree-planting near high-use, non-shaded areas, including playgrounds, pedestrian walkways, 
picnic tables, bleachers, and exercise facilities. The 9 sites are:  
 

Park Name CD Address Number 
of Trees 

Ernest E. Debs Park 1 4235 Monterey Rd., Los Angeles, CA 90032 38 

Garvanza Park 14 6240 East Meridian Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90042 18 

Hazard Recreation Center 14 2230 Norfolk St., Los Angeles, CA 90033 32 

Hermon Park 14 5566 Via Marisol, Los Angeles, CA 90042 30 

Highland Park Recreation 
Center 14 6150 Piedmont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90042 18 

Hollenbeck Park 14 415 South Saint Louis St., Los Angeles, CA 90033 81 

Lincoln Park 14 3501 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90031 54 

San Pascual Park 14 930 San Pasqual Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90042 25 

Sycamore Grove Park 1 4702 N. Figueroa St., Los Angeles, CA 90042 55 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
The proposed AAGA consists of a transfer of responsibility for maintaining existing landscaping. 
 
None of the sites included in the proposed agreement is in a coastal zone. Only one of the sites 
(Hollenbeck Park) is within a methane zone, and four (4) are in a Historic Preservation Overlay 
Zone (Highland Park, San Pascual Park, Sycamore Grove Park, Garvanza Park are located within 
the Highland Park, - Garvanza Historic Preservation Overlay Zone). However, the actions 
included in the proposed agreement do not impact on any recognized environmental resource of 
hazardous or critical concern. Therefore, there is no reasonable possibility that the proposed 
agreement will have a significant effect due to its location or unusual circumstances. No other 



BOARD REPORT 
 

 PG. 4  NO.   
 
 

 

22-084 

known projects would involve cumulatively significant impacts, and no future projects would result 
from the proposed agreement.  
 
As of January 10, 2021, the State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) (Envirostor 
at www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) has not listed any of the sites included in the proposed agreement. 
However, it has listed the following cases near them (within 500 feet): 
 

- Ernest E. Debs Park: Case # 90042003, a Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST); 
the case was closed on 8/12/1996; 

- Hermon Park: Case # 90042003LUST case closed on 8/12/1996 and Case # 900420052, 
a LUST case still open; 

- Hazard Recreation Center: Case # 900990261A, a LUST case closed on 10/4/2021 and 
Case # 90090261, a LUST case closed on 8/1/1996; 

- Hollenbeck Park: Case #90033037, a LUST case closed on 5/3/1990 and a Case # 
900230289, a LUST case closed on 10829/2004. 

 
Since most of the cases have been closed and the plumes do not affect the sites included in the 
proposed agreement, the proximity of these cases will not create any significant hazard to the 
public or to the proposed Project. 
 
According to the Caltrans Scenic Highway Map, the Arroyo Seco Parkway, a federally recognized 
scenic highway listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) with #10001198, is 
located within the vicinity of San Pascual Park, Sycamore Grove Park, Debs Park and Hermon 
Park. Furthermore, Hollenbeck Park is located in the vicinity of Santa Fe Line Hospital (NRHP # 
05001499). However, the maintenance of existing trees is not likely to affect the scenic nature of 
the parkway or cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 
 
Based on this information, staff recommends that the Board of Recreation and Parks 
Commissioners’ (Board) determines that it is categorically exempt from the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 1(8) of City 
CEQA Guidelines and Article 19, Section 15301 of California CEQA Guidelines. RAP Staff will file 
a Notice of Exemption with the Los Angeles County Clerk upon Board’s approval 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
There is no expected fiscal impact to RAP’s General Fund. 
 
This report was prepared by Steven Tran, Senior Management Analyst, and reviewed by Bill 
Jones, Chief Management Analyst, Grants Administration, Finance Division.  
 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 
 
Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting: 
 
Goal No. 3: Create and Maintain World Class Parks and Facilities 
Outcome No. 1: Newly developed open space park projects and the redesign of signature City 
parks 
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Result: The project enhances the park users’ experience and creates additional green space in 
the communities of Northeast Los Angeles and Boyle Heights. 
 
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS 
 
1) Attachment No. 1 – Assumption and Assignment of Grant Agreement (AAGA) (unsigned) 
2) Attachment No. 2 – Original Grant Agreement between Community Partners as Grantee 
3) Attachment No. 3 – Original Grant Application to RPOSD 

 



ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION 
OF GRANT AGREEMENT 

This ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF GRANT AGREEMENT (Assignment), dated 
for reference purposes only as of ______________, _____, is made by and among the 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL PARK AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT (District), a 
California Special District; Grantee [Community Partners], a [Non-Profit Organization]; 
and Assignee [City of Los Angeles, Recreation & Parks Department], a [Public Agency]. 

RECITALS 

A. On May 15, 2017, Community Partners, Grantee and the District entered into Grant
Agreement 58M1-17-2655 (Grant Agreement), for the Trees as a Safe Haven for East
Los Angeles (Project).

B. Following completion of the Project, Grantee wishes to assign its obligations under
the Grant Agreement to Assignee.  Assignee has agreed to accept the assignment and
assume the obligations as Grantee under the Grant Agreement as set forth herein.  The
District is willing to consent to this assignment and assumption subject to the terms and
conditions of this Assignment.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing recitals, which are incorporated by 
reference into this Assignment, Grantee, Assignee, and the District hereby agree to the 
following: 

1. Assignment and Assumption.  Grantee hereby assigns, conveys and transfers
to Assignee all right, titles, interests, and obligations as Grantee of the Project as to those
maintenance and operation obligations stated in Section J. (Use of Facilities), subsection
J.2.  Assignee hereby accepts such assignment and assumes and agrees to be bound
by all of the terms and provisions of the Grant Agreement and assumes these specific
obligations of Grantee arising under the Grant Agreement only as they are related to the
obligations for the Project as stated in Section J. (Use of Facilities), subsection J.2.

2. Consent to Assignment, Assumption and Release.  District consents to the
assignment by Grantee to Assignee and to the assumption by Assignee of all rights, title,
interest and obligations as Grantee as to those maintenance and operations obligations
stated in Section J. (Use of Facilities), subsection J.2 under the Grant Agreement.
Assignee is entitled to use its Measure A Maintenance and Servicing funding for the
maintenance and servicing of the Project in accordance with the Grants Administration
Manual.

3. Use of Real Property.  It is the intent of the parties that the Project shall be used,
operated, maintained and managed in accordance with the Grant Agreement. The
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property on which the Project is sited shall not be sold, transferred, exchanged or 
otherwise conveyed (including any portion of it or any interest in it) (each, a “Transfer”) 
except in compliance with Sections D.9 and D.10 of the Grant Agreement.   
 
4.    Effectiveness of Assignment.  This Assignment shall be deemed effective as of the 
date executed by the last of the parties to do so (the effective date) and shall be binding 
upon and inure to the benefit of the permitted successors and assigns of the respective 
parties.  Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Assignment, the rights and 
obligations of Grantee, Assignee, and the District shall be those set forth in the Grant 
Agreement. 
 
5.  Counterparts.  The Parties may execute this Agreement in two or more counterparts, 
which shall, in the aggregate, be signed by all the Parties; each counterpart shall be 
deemed an original instrument as against any party who has signed it.  In the event of 
any disparity between the counterparts produced, the recorded counterpart shall be 
controlling. 



 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, District, Grantee, and Assignee have executed this 
Assignment and Assumption of Grant Agreement as set forth below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dated:           __ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated:           __ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated:           __ 
 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL PARK 
AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT, a California 
Special District  
 
 
By:         
       Director / Administrator 
       Regional Park and Open Space District 
 
 
 
 
 
GRANTEE [Community Partners], a [Non-Profit 
Organization] 
 
 
By:         
 [Mamie Funahashi] 
 [Chief Financial Officer] 
 
 
ASSIGNEE [City of Los Angeles, Recreation & 
Parks Department], a [Public Agency] 
 
 
 
 
By:        
 [Michael A Shull] 
 [General Manager] 
 

 
      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
      MICHAEL N. FEUER 
      City Attorney 
 
 
 
      By: ___________________ 
             Steven H. Hong 
                                 Deputy City Attorney 
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